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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
19, 2004 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6-14 and 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daddono (US 6,149,445) in view of Hill (US 5,547,388). 

Daddono discloses an electrical plug protector for use on an electrical plug (110) 
with a cord, comprising: an enclosure portion (100) with members (122,142) moveable 
between an open position and a closed position; and when in the closed position the 
enclosure portion completely encloses the plug for preventing unwanted engagement of 
the plug with a socket and is configured to be openable without the use of tools (at least 
the embodiment of Fig.2). 
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Daddono discloses substantially the claimed invention except for an external 
cord tethering portion. Hill teaches an electrical plug protector (10) with an external 
cord tethering portion (14) for detachably engaging a cord (36), associated with plug 
protector and configured for encircling the cord; to prevent the protector from being lost 
when the plug is accessed by a user (col. 3 lines 52-56). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form 
the protector of Daddono with an external cord tethering portion associated with at least 
one of the members, as taught by Hill, to prevent the protector from being lost. 

Regarding claim 2, Daddono discloses at least two members (122,142). 

Regarding claim 3, Daddono discloses the open position (Fig.2) being configured 
to make the plug accessible. 

Regarding claim 4, Hill discloses the cord tethering portion being provided with a 
clasp (28) configured for detachably encircling the cord. 

Regarding claim 6, Daddono discloses the members are latchable to each other 
(by 192,194). 

Regarding claim 7, Daddono discloses the electrical plug protector including a 
top portion, side portions, and a base (see following figure, for example). 




portions 
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Regarding claim 8, Daddono discloses the enclosure being configured to taper 
(as shown in Fig.2) on the side portions towards the cord to conform to an overall shape 
of the plug. 

Regarding claim 9, Daddono, as modified by Hill, discloses the tethering portion 
being configured to move slidably along the cord independent of the members being in 
the open or the closed position (see Figures 5 and 6 of Hill). 

Regarding claim 10, Daddono shows at least one member having a solid outer 

wall. 

Regarding claim 11, Daddono discloses at least one latch (194) forming a male 
connection piece on one of the members and configured to be latchable to a 
corresponding female formation (192) located on a second of the members. 

Regarding claim 12, Daddono discloses the members being connected to each 
other by at least one hinge (170). 

Regarding claim 13, Daddono discloses the at least one hinge being located at 
the base of the plug protector (see the previously presented figure). 

Regarding claim 14, Daddono discloses the at least one hinge is located at one 
of the side portions of the plug protector (see the previously presented figure). 

Regarding claim 17, Hill discloses the cord tethering portion including at least 
one securing member (24) hingedly connected (at 32) to a fixed member (26). 

Regarding claim 18, Daddono discloses an electrical plug protector for use on an 
electrical plug (110) with a cord (112), comprising: an enclosure portion (10) including at 
least two members (122,142) each defined by a top portion, side portions, and a base 
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(see following figures), the members moveable between an open position (Fig.2) and a 
closed position; the enclosure portion being configured to taper on the side portions 
towards the cord to substantially conform to the overall shape of the plug thereby 
allowing the enclosure to contain only the plug of a plug-socket connection, a hinge 
mechanism (170) connecting the members to each other; and when in the closed 
position, the enclosure portion completely encloses the plug for preventing unwanted 
engagement of the plug with a socket and being configured to be openable without the 
use of tools. 




1 1 side portions 

Daddono discloses substantially the claimed invention except for an external 
cord tethering portion. Hill teaches an electrical plug protector (10) with an external 
cord tethering portion (14) for detachably engaging a cord (36), associated with plug 
protector and configured for encircling the cord; to prevent the protector from being lost 
when the plug is accessed by a user (col. 3 lines 52-56). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form 
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the protector of Daddono with an external cord tethering portion associated with at least 
one of the members, as taught by Hill, to prevent the protector from being lost. 

Regarding claim 19, Daddono, as modified, discloses substantially the claimed 
invention except for the location of the hinge mechanism. However, it would have been 
an obvious matter of design preference to form the hinge mechanism at the base 
portion, since applicant has not disclosed that such location solves any stated problem 
or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally 
well with hinge mechanism on the side portions, as shown by Daddono. Absent any 
convincing showing of the criticality of the design, this particular design is nothing more 
than the inventor's choice without thereby departing from the scope of the invention. In 
re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1976). 

Regarding claim 20, Daddono discloses the hinge mechanism is located on one 
of the side portions of the plug protector. 

Regarding claim 21 , Daddono discloses an electrical plug protector for use on an 
electrical plug (110) with a cord (112), comprising: an enclosure portion (100) with 
members (122,142) moveable between an open position (Fig.2) and a closed position, 
the enclosure portion includes at least two members (122,142) each defined by a top 
portion, side portions, and a base (see previous figure regarding claim 18); the 
enclosure portion is configured to taper on the side portions towards the cord to 
substantially conform to the overall shape of the plug thereby allowing the enclosure to 
contain only the plug of a plug-socket connection; the enclosure portion substantially 
restricts axial, lateral and horizontal movement of the cord and plug; and when in the 
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closed position, the enclosure portion completely encloses the plug for preventing 
unwanted engagement of the plug with a socket and is configured to be openable 
without the use of tools. 

Daddono discloses substantially the claimed invention except for an external 
cord tethering portion. Hill teaches an electrical plug protector (10) with an external 
cord tethering portion (14) for detachably engaging a cord (36), associated with plug 
protector and configured for encircling the cord; and a clasp (28) located at the tethering 
portion for detachably encircling the cord, thereby allowing the enclosure portion to 
move slideably along the cord when the clasp is in a locked position and the enclosure 
portion is in the open position, to prevent the protector from being lost when the plug is 
accessed by a user (col. 3 lines 52-56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the 
protector of Daddono with an external cord tethering portion associated with at least one 
of the members, as taught by Hill, to prevent the protector from being lost. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4,6-14 and 17-21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix O. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/624,030 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2833 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ffr 



